
CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION

OCTOBER 3, 2023 – 7:30 PM

CALL TO ORDER
President Mr. Daum called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.

INVOCATION AND PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
President Mr. Daum led those in attendance in a prayer and then the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL
Council Members Present:  Mr. Powell, Mr. Bronner, Mr. Bishop, Mr. Boehner, Mr. Thamann, Mrs. 
Kroeger & Mrs. Eadicicco.

OTHER CITY OFFICIALS PRESENT:  Law Director Dave Stevenson, Treasurer Brenda Owens, Mayor Bo 
Bemmes

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  September 18, 2023
Mr. Thamann made a motion to change all instances of “quick claim” to read “quit claim.”  The motion was
seconded by Mr. Powell.  Roll call vote:  Mr. Powell, yes; Mr. Bronner, yes; Mr. Bishop, yes; Mr. Boehner, 
yes; Mr. Thamann, yes; Mrs. Kroeger, yes; Mrs. Eadicicco, yes.  The motion carries unanimously.
Mr. Boehner moved to adopt the minutes as corrected.  Mr. Bishop seconded the motion.  The minutes 
were approved by voice vote.

AUDIENCE ASKING PARTICIPATION:
Don Lykins of 8415 Reading Road spoke regarding policing issues and an increased crime rate within the
city.  He indicated that the mayoral administration was unresponsive to his calls.
Mr. Boehner responded that campaigning at council is not a good practice.
The mayor said that he would respond during his regular report.

READING OF COMMUNICATIONS:  None

GUEST SPEAKERS:  None

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  None

GUEST ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICIAL REPORTS

MAYOR: Robert “Bo” Bemmes:

The mayor responded to Don Lykins’ concerns.  He asked that residents report illegal activity 
immediately.  He indicated that this was a very safe community and read a rebuttal statement from Police 
Chief Edens.  The mayor spoke of new keys and security measures at Hafey Fieldhouse and Voorhees 
Park.  The mayor spoke of the business roundtable and indicated that the top companies inside Reading 
were planning on hiring.  He spoke of the MSD project on Reading Road and paving on Furhman.  Two of
three traffic studies are complete, and reports are being prepared.  There was a meeting with the Pristine 
Site Trustees where it was shown that no major changes to the site have occurred, but one or more 
monitoring wells may need to be installed.

SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR:  Patrick Ross – absent; report incorporated into the mayor’s report

Page 1 of 4



CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION

OCTOBER 3, 2023 – 7:30 PM

LAW DIRECTOR:  Dave Stevenson:  no report

TREASURER:  Brenda Owens:  Report attached

AUDITOR:  Sabrina Smith: - absent, no report

COUNCIL COMMITTEE REPORTS

FINANCE:  Andy Bronner:
We had a Finance Committee meeting on September 7th. In attendance were Committee members Mark 
Bishop and Bob Boehner, Auditor Sabrina Smith and Treasurer Brenda Owens.  We discussed the 
potential new hire ordinances for the Treasurers office and the Service Department. These were voted on 
and passed by Council at our last meeting.  We decided that a 5-10-15-20 year breakdown of needed 
Service Department equipment, with cost estimates, would be beneficial to help our Auditor plan for these
expenses.  Service Department leaders have provided the equipment list and are currently looking into 
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associated costs for each piece of equipment. Sabrina gave a brief update on the new computer software.
She is ready to go live, but other departments are still training.  We talked about a Hamilton County Public
Health mini-grant opportunity.  It was determined that we do not have the necessary personnel to 
dedicate to the scope of this mini-grant to accomplish the deliverables required. This led to discussion 
about the possible benefits of hiring a full time grant writer. The idea has merit and will be revisited in the 
future. Finally, our Treasurer briefed the Committee on an opportunity to transfer city funds to an account 
at a different bank with an interest rate 10 times higher than we currently receive. This could potentially 
generate an additional $40k per month for the city!
I would also like to report that our 3 ordained monthly transfers have been recently processed and are up 
to date.

UTILITIES, LANDS & BUILDINGS:  Mark Bishop – no report

ZONING, PLANNING & ENVIRONMENT:  Dave Powell
Our committee met this evening to discuss short term rentals. I put together a spreadsheet of all of the 
AirBNB listings in Reading. We are gathering additional information and have scheduled our next 
committee meeting for 6:30 PM on November 21, 2023 in the caucus room.

LAWS & CONTRACTS:  Katie Eadicicco
I would like to schedule a Laws and Contracts Committee meeting for Wednesday, October 11 at6:30 PM
in the Caucus Room. The purpose of the meeting is to discuss expanding the DORA boundaries. So far, 
DORA has been a success and is attracting interested businesses to our city. We’ve been contactedby 
one current business owner about expanding the area to include more space for their patrons and 
another potential business looking to come to our city that would like to be included in the DORA 
boundaries. We’re well under the acreage for DORA and we have the room to expand. I think this has a 
lot of potential for new businesses and growing businesses in our area. So again, Wednesday, October 
11. 6:30PM. Caucus Room.

PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY:  Shelly Kroeger

Police Department run count for September, 2023
Calls for service 1004 
· Auto Accidents 28 
· Booking Original Charges 92 
· Total Criminal Charges 113 
Citations Issued 
· Hamilton County 7 
· Arlington Heights 30 
· Juvenile 2 
· Reading Mayor’s 97 
Total Citations 141 
Fire Departments run count for September, 2023
· EMS Responses 206 
· Fire Responses 46 
Total Responses 252 
For the month of September, there were theft of cars, specifically Kia and Hyundais, property from a 
storage unit and catalytic converters. There were several car accidents. Multiple traffic stops that also 
resulted in charges for drug paraphernalia. OVIs, 2 dog attacks on other dogs and domestic violence. As 
always, if you see something, say something. 
Congratulations to our newly sworn in firefighter/paramedics, Lieutenants and Captains. Chief Owens and

Page 3 of 4



CITY OF READING, OHIO
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – REGULAR SESSION

OCTOBER 3, 2023 – 7:30 PM

Asst. Chief Androne met with fire truck manufacture Pierce. Members attended Oktoberfest celebration at
Notre Dame Convent, assisted UC Health with hands on CPR at Our Lady of the Valley and attended 
parish event at St. Paul Lutheran Church. Members grilled food for the Arlington Heights car show and 
attended General Tools employee event. 
Reminder there is Health and Public Safety meeting scheduled for October 17 at 6pm here in council 
chambers. The main discussion point will be the future purchase of a new fire engine. 

SERVICE:  Bob Boehner
Mr. Boehner read a list of the service department’s activities for the previous month.

RECREATION:  Scott Thamann

Halloween Trick-or-Treating will be on October 31 from 6-8pm.
Holiday Walk on Benson Street will be Saturday, December 2.

OTHER BUSINESS:

Mr. Boehner spoke about a meeting he had with the Cincinnati Classical Academy to move the 7 th and 8th 
grades to a different site and return the Reading site to K through 6.  The Academy has also agreed to 
hire a part-time off-duty sheriff’ deputy to work traffic control during arrival and departure times.  There is 
still a problem with school busses driving left of center to pass cars that are stopped in traffic.  The 
Academy is also working on acquiring another site for high school.

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

READING OF RESOLUTIONS:

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY THE BUDGET 
COMMISSION AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO 
THE COUNTY AUDITOR (first reading)

Discussion:  Mrs. Eadicicco said that she had spoken with the safety service director earlier that day and 
found out that he hadn’t received the email until last week.  The due date is October 25 th.  She asked for a
first reading only due to the clerk’s absence.  Mr. Boehner suggested that the draft resolution be cleaned 
up prior to passage of the resolution.  The resolution was left in first-reading status.

READING OF ORDINANCES:  None

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS:

The mayor spoke of the Reading Historical Society’s banquet scheduled for Saturday.

ADJOURNMENT:
Mr. Bronner moved to adjourn.  Mrs Kroger seconded.  Motion carried by voice vote.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 8:26 pm.

X______________________________________ X______________________________________
Dwight Daum Dwight Daum
Clerk of Council Pro Tem President of Council
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